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TESTIMONIALS 

OP 

CtterarQ  ani  (S^uialionai  (Eualiftcatione, 

IN  FAVOUR  OF 

THE  REV.  HENRY  ESSON,  A.M., 

PROFESSOR  OF  MENTAL  AND   MORAL  PHILOSOPHY, 

KNOX'S  COLLEGE. 

TORONTO,  NOVEMBER  19th,  1851. 


Extract  Minute  of  Committee  of  Knox's  Cj'lege, 

Toronto,  Nov.  10,  1851 . 

The  Council,  or  Committee  of  Directors  of  Knox's  College,  being 
asked  to  express  an  opinion  regarding  ihe  qualifications  of  Professor 
Henry  Esson,  now  a  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Civil  History  and 
English  Literature,  in  the  University  of  Toronto,  have  pleasure  in 
bearing  testimony  to  his  long  tried  assiduity  and  devotedness  in  the 
cause  of  Education  generally.  Mr.  Esson  has  united,  in  Knox's  Col- 
lege, the  charge  of  a  History  Class,  with  that  of  Classes  in  Mental  and 
Moral  Philosophy,  and  the  oversight  of  the  reading  of  the  Students  in 
Greek  and  Roman  Literature.  The  Committee  believe  that,  in  no 
department  has  he  been  more  successful  than  in  superintending  the 
studies  of  the  young  men  in  History  and  the  Ancient  Classics.  His 
extensive  reading  and  habits  of  philosophical  reflection,  combined  with 
a  fine  taste  and  nice  appreciation  of  the  beauties  of  those  standard 
writings,  appear  to  adapt  him  very  peculiarly  to  this  field  of  usefulness. 
He  brings  much  enthusiasm  to  this  work,  and  they  feel  assured,  that 
whatever  is  fitted  to  conciliate  the  affection,  as  well  as  the  attention 
of  his  pupils,  may  be  expected  from  his  mild,  patient,  and  condescend- 
ing manner  with  youthful  learners,  which  invariably  impresses  them 
with  a  sense  of  his  hearty  interest  in  their  honorable  aspirations  and 
efforts.  The  Committee  cannot  but  add  their  testimony  to  the  good 
temper  and  courtesy  of  Mr.  Esson  in  all  his  intercourse  with  his  col- 
leagues, and  his  readiness  to  oblige  and  serve  the  common  interests  in 


any  capacity,  whether  within  or  beyond  the  circle  of  his  own  imme- 
diate engagements  and  responsibilities. 

In  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Committee  or  Council. 

(Signed)        MICHAEL  WILLIS,  D.D., 

Frofessor  of  Theology,  and  Chairman  of  Council. 


The  Rev.  John  Machar,  D.  D.,  Pri^Jpal  of  the   Univer- 
sity of  Queen's  College. 

Kingston,  October  Zlst,  1851. 

Having  been  asked  to  state  my  opinion  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
Rev.  Professor  Esson,  for  the  newly  erected  Chair  of  Civil  History 
and  English  Literature  in  the  University  of  Toronto,  for  which  he  is 
now  a  Candidate,  I  cheerfully  comply  with  the  request.  I  have 
known  Professor  Esson  for  many  years,  and  from  that  knowledge  of 
him  I  can  freely  state  that  I  regard  his  qualifications,  both  Literary 
and  Educational,  as  of  a  superior  order.  He  possesses  high  talent ; 
his  attainments  as  a  scholar  are  at  once  extensive  and  accurate,  and 
though  from  distance  of  situation,  I  have  not  had  opportunity  of 
witnessing  his  success  as  a  Teacher,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
that  it  has  been  great,  and  that  as  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  the  pursuits  of  Literature  and  Education,  so  he  would  be 
found  to  be  fitted,  in  no  ordinary  degree,  for  directing  the  studies  of 
the  youth  of  our  land  in  that  particular  department  in  which  he  as- 
pires to  be  employed. 

Donald  McKenzie,  Minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 

Canada^ ,  Zorra, 

ZoRRA,  Nov.  13th,  1851. 

I  have  been  acquainted  with  the  Rev.  Henry  Esson,  Professor  of 
General  History  and  Moral  Philosophy  in  Knox's  College,  Toronto, 
for  upwards  of  sixteen  years,  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that, 
in  private  life,  Mr.  Esson  is  a  gentleman  of  a  very  amiable  and  benev- 
olent disposition,  and  strictly  correct  in  his  moral  character.  As  a 
teacher  of  youth,  Mr.  Esson  stands  pre-eminent,  by  reason  of  the  zeal, 
pains-taking,  and  indomitable  energy,  with  which  he  is  so  remarkably 
furnished.  Asa  Classical  Scholar  and  a  Moral  Philosopher,  Mr.  Esson 
has  always  held  a  distinguished  place  among  his  friends  and  acquaintan- 
ces. I  have  reason  to  know  well  that  Mr.  Esson  is  very  minutely  and 
extensively  acquainted  with  Civil  History  and  English  Literature,  hav- 
ing attended  the  examinations  of  his  Students  at  Knox's  College,  and 
also  having  incidentally  seen,  some  years  ago,  the  result  of  his  histori- 
cal researches,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  I  consider  the  Rev. 
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Mr,  Esson  highly  qualified  to  fill  the  Chair  of  Civil  History  and 
English  Literature,  in  the  Toronto  University,  for  which  I  understand 
he  is  a  Candidate,  and  should  rejoice  in  his  appointment,  believing  that 
he  would  be  an  ornament  to  the  University,  and  eminently  successful 
in  imparting  a  correct  knowledge  of  History  and  English  l/itorature,  to 
such  as  might  attend  on  his  instructions,  and  that  he  would  inspire  the 
youth,  who  might  have  the  benefit  of  his  varied  antl  extensive  know- 
ledge in  the  above  departments  of  education,  with  a  share  of  that  rare 
ardo«ir  for  useful  knowledge,  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Esson  himself  so 
abundantly  possesses. 

The  Rev.  M.  Y.  Stark,  Dundns,  C.  W, 

DuNDAS,  November  1th,  1851. 
*  *  *  I  most  cordially  give  my  testimony  in  your  favour,  as  I  feel 
convinced  in  my  own  mind,  from  my  knowledge  of  your  high  and  varied 
Classical  and  Literary  attainments,  your  taste  and  judgment,  and  your 
indefatigable  ardour  and  zeal  in  the' cause  of  instruction,  that  your  ap- 
pointment to  the  Chair  of  Civil  History  and  English  Literature,  would 
not  only  be  a  benefit  to  the  public  at  large,  but  to  our  own  Students 
in  especial,  even  though  your  services  might  thus  be  withdrawn  from 
Knox's  College.  I  write  in  haste,  heartily  wishing  that  I  could  do 
anything  to  promote  your  success. 


The  Rev,  G.  P.  Young,  A.  M.,  Edinburgh  Collcsrr,  and  Min- 
ister of  Knox*s  Church,  Hamilton,  C.  W. 

I  am  happy  to  express  my  conviction,  founded  upon  personal  inter- 
course, and  upon  the  concurring  voices  of  all  from  whom  I  have 
heard  an  opinion  regarding  your  qualifications,  thnt  you  would  fill  the 
Chair  of  Civil  History  and  English  Literature  m  the  University  of 
Toronto,  in  a  very  eflicient  manner.  Even  before  I  became  personally 
acquainted  with  you,  I  had  understood  from  those  who  had  had  the  best 
opportunities  of  judging,  that  your  prelections  were  distinguished  by 
learning  and  profundity  of  thought ;  and  that  you  entered  with  singular 
enthusiasm  into  every  subject  which  you  took  up,  imparting  your  own  zeal 
(like  a  live  coal  kindling  whatever  it  is  in  contact  with)  to  the  minds  of 
your  Students.  The  interviews  which  I  have  myself  enjoyed  with  you 
have  confirmed  the  statements  of  others.  I  have  been  struck  especi- 
ally with  your  taste  for  Mental  Philosophy,  and  with  the  correct 
views  (as  I*  consider  them)  which  you  entertain  as  to  the  importance 
and  proper  objects  of  that  noble  and  fundamental  science  ;  nor  can  I 
doubt,  should  you  be  appointed  to  the  Chaii  for  which  you  arc  a  Can- 
didate, that  vour  enquiries  in  this  field  will  be  found  to  have  prepared 
you  both  for  treating  History  in  a  reflective  manner— not  makmg 
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The  Rev.  John  Cook,  D.D.,  Quehcc,  C,E. 

Quebec,  Oct.  23rU,  1851. 

*  •  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that,  from  your  extensive  and  various 
acquirements,  your  general  intellectual  ability,  your  enthusiasm  in  any 
branch  of  study  which  you  have  been  led  to  cultivate,  and  your  spe- 
cial zeal  in  the  cause  of  Education,  you  would  prove  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  University  of  Toronto  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
your  peculiar  tastes  and  habits  of  study  would  particularly  fit  you  to 
iill  the  Chair  of  Civil  History  and  English  Literature,  for  which  you 
are  a  Candidate.  It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  if  this  testimony, 
formed  on  a  knowledge  of  your  talents  and  character,  from  an  inti- 
macy extending  now  over  many  years,  should  be  of  the  smallest 
service  to  you. 

The  Rev.  John  Roaf,  Toronto. 

Toronto,  11  th  Nov.,  1851. 

Hearing  that  you  are  about  offering  for  one  of  the  new  Professor- 
ships in  the  University,  I  drop  a  line  or  two  to  express  my  hope  that 
it  is  true,  and  if  so,  my  ardent  wishes  for  your  success.  Not  only 
your  literary  attainments,  but  also  your  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Education, 
and  your  influence  over  young  persons,  would  render  your  occupancy 
of  a  Chair  in  the  University,  very  satisfactory  to  the  circle  in  which  I 
move.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  other  aspirant  for  the  situation,  which 
it  is  rumoured  you  look  to,  but  I  much  doubt,  if  Canada  has  a  resident 
more  suited  to  it  than  you  are  ;  but  supposing  that  your  superior 
should  present  himself,  I  am  sure  that  your  generosity  would  view  his 
appointment  with  pleasure.  If  you  have  not  decided  to  offer,  let  me 
beg  of  you  to  do  so  ;  if  you  have,  accept  my  warmest  good  wishes 
for  your  success. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  D.D.,  Zion  Church,  Montreal, 

Montreal,  Nov.  6th,  1851. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Esson,  A.  M.,  has  informed  me  that  he  is  a  Can- 
didate for  the  Chair  of  Civil  History  and  English  Literature,  in  the 
University  of  Toronto,  and  that  he  desires  testimonials  from  his 
friends,  expressive  of  their  views  of  his  ability  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  that  important  position.  It  is  my  conviction,  derived  from  a  long 
personal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Esson  in  this  city,  that  upon  the  sub- 
jects to  which  said  Chair  will  be  devoted,  he  is  singularly  well  read 
and  well  furnished.  Distinguished  as  an  accomplished  literary  man,! 
should  suppose  him  admirably  qualified  to  prepare  and  to  deliver  vari- 
ous series  of  lectures,  as  full  of  interest  as  they  would  be  of  instruction  ; 


Benjamin  Davis,  Ph.  D.  of  Unhersily  of  Leipsic. 

MoNTllEAL,  Nov.  S,    1851. 

1  am  most  happy  to  learn  that  you  are  a  Candidate  for  the  Phnir  „.- 
Enghsh  History  and  Literature  in  the  ToromoUnivcr  tv  Prnm 
my  know  edge  o  your  high  hterary  attainments,  and  of  yo^ur  ol^ 
nonce  m  the  work  of  Education,  as  well  as  from  my  high  regard  fo^ 
you  as  a  gentleman  and  a  Christian,  I  am  led  most  cord ialfv^ff  if 
you  success.  Your  appointment  to  hat  Chatr,  wou  d  fam  conl™!? 
end  every  way  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  he  UniveSfn' 
the  career  of  usefulness  and  fame  now  opening  before  it      Hn^n'lnS 

stli^tritrX'"""  '"--'-^  .he  hon?ur1rseLn^Tuf 

TT    ,      ,     ,.        ,  Montreal,  November,  1861. 

Understandmg  that  the  Rev.  Henry  Esson  is  a  Candidate  for  the 
Chair  of  Civil  Ilistory  and  English  Literature,  in  the  Unfversitv  of 
fir  that'^Z^  being  requested  to^tate  our  estimate  of  his  qualfficaLs 
lor  that  office  we  have  great  pleasure  in  saying  that,  in  our  onin inn 

SStles'^^MT'l^  ^"'' ''^'  '^  ^'"^^*'^"  ^"^  e/pe?ience\LIha?ge  i?s 
duties.     Mr.  Lsson's  reputation  as  a  scholar  has  been  Jonff  known  in 

this  community,  and  he  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  fhe  w^rk  of 

practical  education.     His  appointment  therefore  cou^d  no    be  olher 

(Signed)        CHAS.  MONDELET 
CH.  D.  DAY, 
W.  BADGELEY, 
GEO.  H.  CARTIER, 
J.  C.  MONK, 
JOHN  ROSE, 
A.  ROBERTSON, 
ROBT.  MACK  AY, 
CHUIST.  DUNKIN. 
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Honorable  JrD«E  Day. 

MoNTUEAL,  October  22nd,  1851. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  my  high  opinion  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Esson's  qualifications  for  the  Professorship  of  History  and  English 
Literature,  llis  aitninments  and  long  experience  in  the  instruction  of 
youth,  will  render  him  a  valuable  acquisition  to  any  Educational  Insti- 
tute in  this  country.  While  resident  in  this  city  he  was  greatly 
esteemed. 

F.  A.  Holmes,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Medicine,  McGill  College, 

Montreal. 

*  *  *  *  I  have  great  pK;asurein  taking  the  opportunity  which  your 
letter  affords,  of  testifying  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  literary 
qualifications,  and  of  your  coinpclcnce,  adequately,  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 
Professor  of  Civil  History  and  Knglish  Literature,  which  you  arc 
seeking  in  the  University  of  Toronto.  A  knowledge  of  your  studious 
habits,  and  of  your  devotion  to  literary  and  scientific   occupations, 

fained  by  an  acquaintance  of  many  years,  enables  me  to  form  a  con- 
dent  opinion  on  this  subject.  The  practical  skill  in  imparting,  which 
is  equally  necessary  with  possessing  knowledge,  you  have  had  ample 
opportunities  of  acquiring,  among  which  1  shall  only  refer  to  the  Aca- 
demical Institution  over  which  you  presided  in  this  city. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  find  that  a  situation  which  you  are  so  well  qua- 
lified to  fill,  shall  have  been  allotted  to  you. 


The  Honorable  James  Leslie. 

Quebec,  October  18th,  1851. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  stating  that  yea 
were  to  offer  yourself  as  a  Candidate  for  the  Chair  of  History  and 
English  Literature,  in  the  University  of  Toronto.  I  hope  you  may  be 
successful,  as  1  know  no  person  in  this  province  better  qualified  to  fill 
it  with  credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  country.  From  the 
period  you  first  came  to  Montreal,  to  take  charge  of  the  Congregation 
of  St.  Gabriel  Street  Church,  in  1817  or  1818,  I  have  known  you  inti- 
mately, andean  vouch  for  your  moral  and  religious  character,  and  can 
also  testify  to  the  regret  that  your  flock  felt  on  your  leaving  them  to 
go  to  Toronto. 

With  respect  to  your  literary  qualifications,  it  might  be  considered 
presumptuous  in  me  to  give  any  opinion,  but  from  the  letters  of  intro- 
duction you  brought  to  me  from  Scotland,  I  can  vouch  for  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  persons  very  capable  of  judging  of  your  attain- 
ments in  the  various  branches  of  Literature.   I  may  also  mention  your 


s 

charitable   disposifion.  wliid,  showed    I'self  so  nrc-ciriinuntly  in  the 

tion  of  Montrenl.  You  v.s.tcd  the  si.k  without  distinction  of  creed  and 
J  have  heard  many  of  my  poor  neighbors  bl.-ss  the  Bon  Minhlre 
£.cossais,  for  the  consolation  he  afi;)rdcd  them,  in  those  dreadful  times. 

The  Hon.  D.  D.  Viger. 

Montreal,  12/A  Nov.  186L 
Jc   recrette   beaucoup   de   n'avoir  pu    vous  r^pondrc    do    nuite 
Quo.queT>.en  portant  d'aiileurs.  je  ne   puis  me  Jrvir  de  ma  main 
pour  vous  remerc.er  de  la  marque  de  conHance  que  vous  me  donnez 

nL"vnT"  ^""'x  "^"^  P'"°""'  ^'^  ^""^  ^"'  ^""«  coinaissent  puissent  ne 
pas  vou  regardcr  comme  une  personnc  distingu6e  sous  le  rapport  des 
connaissances,  des  lumieres,  et  de  I'education.  Pour  ce  quKardo 
yotre  caractere  et  votre  conduite.  je  dois  dire  qui  vous  avec.  toulours 
joui  dans  Montreal  d  une  rcputatio'n  meritee  d'homme  sans  l-enrSe 
il  nni  m"""!^  sculemcnt  de  ma  propre  connaissc  .e,  mais  d'apres  toui 
cequi  mest  revenue  sur  votre  compte  et  sur  votre  reputation  nen- 
dan  out  le  temps  de  votre  sejour  dins  Montreal.  Je^suis  dei  pfus 
r2  ?ml7T  '"'"'^'^  ce  temoignage  dont  je  m'applaudirfti  bien  sin- 
cerement  s,l  peut  vous  ^trc  de  quelqu  utilite.  Acceptez  I'assurance 
de  1  estime  avec  la  quelle  j'ai  I'honneur.  durance 
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The  Honorable  Adam  Ferrie,  Montreal. 

Montreal,  November  13th,  1851. 

With  reference  to  your  coG,munication,  addressed  to  our  friend  Mr. 
Murray,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  how  much  pleasure  it  affords 
me  to  do  nny  thing  in  my  power  to  advance  your  views,  with  regard 
to  the  newly  instituted  professorship  of  King's  College. 

A  long  residence  in  Montreal,  where  you  were  for  such  a  length  of 
time  so  favourably  known  and  deservedly  esteemed,  and  an  inornate 
acquaintance  with  yourself,  extending  over  a  period  of  manv  years 
enables  me  with  all  sincerity,  and  every  confidence,  to  i  Id  to  the  sen* 
eral  opinion,  my  testimony,  as  to  your  eminent  qualifications  for  the 
thair  which  is  to  be  filled  up.  Sincerely  wishing  you  that  success 
which  your  educational  abilities  and  extensive  literary  acquirements 
entitle  you  to,  believe  me. 

Benjamin  Holmks,  Esq.,  Montreal. 

Montreal,  November  llth,  1851. 
Understanding  the  Rev.  Henry  Esson,  A.M.,  is  a  Candidate  for  the 
Chair  of  Civil  History,  m  the  University  of  Toronto,  and  that  testi- 
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moulals  from  friciuls  expressive  of  tlioir  views,  tonehing  liis  capacity 
t  y  lullil  the  duties,  arc  desired,  I  heg  leave  respectfully  to  stale,  that 
ilisliuffuishtid  as  he  was  itt  this  city  as  a  literary  man — the  interest  ho 
look  m  ediicalion,  and  's  extensive  reading  and  broad  catholic 
o[)inion3,  all,  in  my  humble  judgment,  eminently  (juiilily  him  for  a 
teacher  in  the  higher  branches  of  mental  culture  ;  and  I  am  quito 
aware  that  many  more  capable  of  forming  a  correct  opinion,  and  more 
intimatcily  known  to  the  Ilev.  gentleman,  would  hav?  l.ic  greatest 
pleasure  in  contributing  to  the  success  of  one  whose  character  is  so 
admirable,  and  whose  kind  disposition  so  eminently  qualify  Lim  for  an 
instructor. 


The  Rev.  James   Richardson,  of  the  Methodist    Episcopal 

Chinch  in  Canada. 

Toronto,  November  nth,  1S51. 

I  uudc  stand  at  you  intend  to  apply  for  the  Professorship  of  His- 
tory and  English  Literature,  in  the  Univen-'iy  of  Toronto,  and  the 
esteem  I  entertain  for  your  character,  induces  me  to  cxjuess  a  desire 
that  you  may  obtain  the  Chair,  trusting,  as  I  do,  that  this  would  be 
not  only  gratifying  to  yourself,  but  nmch  to  the  advantage  of  that 
Institution. 
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The   Rev.   James  Pvper,  Minister  of  the   Baptist  Church, 

Toronto, 

Toronto,  Novemher  ISth,  1851. 

Understanding  that  you  are  a  Candidate  for  the  vacant  Chair  of 
Modern  History  and  English  Literature,  in  the  University  of  Toronto, 
1  hasten  to  express  to  you  my  earnest  hope  that  your  application  may 
result  in  your  appointment  to  the  Professorship.  Every  friend  of  edu- 
cation and  of  our  noble  Institution,  must  be  anxious  to  see  the  Chairs 
of  the  University  iilled  with  gentlemen,  who,  Uke  yourself,  have  the 
interests  of  education  !  \rgc!y  at  heart.  Your  practical  talent  as  a 
teacher  of  History  and  English  Literature — your  extensive  and  exact 
scholarship — your  independence  of  aiiticpiated  theories  in  such  depart- 
ments of  learning — together  with  your  every  day  zeal  in  your  work, 
are  so  well  known  to  the  most  competent  judges  amongst  us,  as  a  de- 
nomination, that  I  am  certain  your  appointment  to  the  Chair  in  ques- 
tion, will  tend  to  increase  amongst  us,  as  it  will  amongst  others,  our 
already  strong  confidence  in  the  University,  as  a  thorough  school  of 
learning. 

Again  expressing  my  earnest  desire  that  you  may  be  placed  in  the 
Chair  of  Modern  History,  &,c.,  the  duties  of  which  you  arc  so  compe- 
tent to  discharge,  I  remain. 


^E.- 
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7'AelIoN.  Petlr  McGill. 


Montreal,  November  14th,  I85L 
I  received  in  due  course  your  letter,  and  I  have  now.  in  reolv    to 
say,  that  I  will  have  much   pleasure  in  using  any  influence  l7oLs^ 
youtish?"""'  "  "^^  ""^''^"  f--^h-ing%ou^  viewsin  th^wa;' 
Meanwhile  I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating,  for  the  information  of 
T'.uTi'i  "^^y  ,««»^e»-''  that  I  have  known  you  for  miny  years 
and  that  I  have  always  considered,  and  do  consider  yrr  LiSy 
and  I  ducational  qualifications  of  a  high  order,  which,^in  my  kdi 
men    flilly  warrant  you  in  aspiring  to  the  Chair  of  Ci^il  nTsLy^f 
he  University  of  Toronto,  an    appointment    which   I  would  b7de 
lighted  to  hear  was  conferred  upon   you.     Wishing  you  success  in 
your  application  for  it.     I  am,  &c.  ^  ^  ^      ^" 


Isaac  Buchanan,  Esq. 

.  Hamilton,  Nov.  12th,  185L 

thereTnSy  eV'ect?Ch^frorr-rir  ''  '"^^"^  '^'  ^^"^'^^tes  for 

thmg  to  recommend  any  one  as  a  Professor,  seeing  thaUhe  benefi    or 
evils  which  an  appointment  may  produce,  are  infinite;  and  I  have  be 
fore  now  refused  to  recommend  friends  of  my  own  for  oartimrr  5!" 
partmentsin  the  University,    On  one  occasiL'Tndeed,T  fek  U  ^y 
duty  to  defeat  the  aspirations  of  a  particular  friend  of  mine    wh^se 
genius  I  had  the  highest  opinion  of,  but  whose  circumstan^s  halore 
vented  him  keeping  pace  with  his  science  as  a  matter  of  Snf  C 
yours  IS  a  very  different  case,  and  1  shall  rejoice  in  your  a^^^^^^ 
both  for  the  Province's  sake  and  your  own      T  KhnnU  i,.r.r  ''^'P^l'^tment, 
ble  to  find  in  the  Province  anothL  maTof  soLt  ^VaSTe^^^^ 
as  you  possess,  m  the  communication  of  knowledge  to  others!Xi£yo^ 
still  retain,  and  are  certa  n   to  the  prr?  nf  ^r.,t  Uf   "''''='' V""fyp« 

glowing  enthusiosm  of  the  .ol.ol  J  an/a||  yuurardon.  fo7  l''^  '"/ - 
as  a  first  love.  When  1  first  hocame  acquaLted  wkh  vou  Iw.tv  "^ 
vears  ago,  I  formed  the  opinion  that  I  haveTvoTsrceS'  ^^TZ^"f 
I  have  found  in  Scotland  to  be  the  iudlmln^  nf^!  '  ^iT^  ™'"°'" 
panions.)  that  I  had  never  come  in  conlacfwith  a  fe^rf  r""" 
mind,  or  one  better  informed  in  Historyard  Literature  Y^t^r^ 
hen  carrytng  on  an  Aca,len,y  at  M«r,treal,  in  aSon  to  plrformin^ 
the  du  les  ol  munstcr  ol  Iho  first  Scotch  Church  in  that  euf  ^ 

With  regard   to  the  particular  Chair  to  h„  (ll|„,l    T  K    ..,.    ,  , 
glonous   iicid     it    would    bo    for  you  as '  a"chri»tian    Philosopher 
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for  what  a    splendid    achievement   would    it    be  alone   to    be    able 
through  filling    the  minds  of  our    Provincial  youth    with    principles 
drawn  from    Historical  experience,  to  lead  to  the  banishment  from 
among  us  of  that  mere    *'  money  standard"  for   men,  which  makes 
the  man  who  does  the  smallest  thing  (or  to  use  plain  English,  gets 
most  the  advantage  of  his  neighbour  in  a  bargain)  most,  instead  of 
least,  to  be  respected.     Here   lies  an  inferiority  of  the  present  age 
lo  set  against  the  ameliorations  of  modern  society,  and  the  sooner 
the  better,  we  get  quit  of  our  present  surface- work  state  of  things, 
by  coming  to  see  that  the  attainment  of  a  language  or  a  grammar, 
is  not  the  end  but  the  beginning  of  true  education  ;  the  strengthen- 
ing and  storing  of  the  memory,  the  elevation  of  the  morals  as  well 
as  the    taste,  the  simplifying   of  the  manners  and   of  the  habits   of 
youth,  and  the  imparting  of  true  strength  of  mind  through  the  con- 
finement of  our  anxieties  to  the  understanding,  and  doing  our  duty, 
leaving  the  result  in  higher  hands.     Wishing  you  success  with  all 
my  heart,  believe  me,  &c.  &c. 
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TESTIMONIALS  FROM  CLERGYMEN  OF  THE  PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH  OF  CANADA,  WHO  WERE  LATELY 
STUDENTS  UNDER  MR.  ESSON,  IN  KNOX'S  COLLEGE, 
TORONTO. 


The  Rev.  John  Scott,  London^  C.  W. 

London,  November  I3th,  185L 
Having  had  the  privilege,  for  several  years,  of  being  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  Rev.  Henry  Esson,  as  a  Professor  in  Knox's  Col- 
lege, Toronto,  and  having  had  full  opportunity  of  knowing  his  capacity 
as  a  teacher  in  various  departments  of  Scientific  and  Literary  Instruc- 
tion, I  can  bear  testimony  to  his  extensive  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
History  and  English  Literature,  and  to  his  diligence  and  ardour  of 
mind  in  the  duties  of  his  profession. 

Rev.  James  Nisbet,  Oakville^  C.  W. 

Oakville,  November  15^,  1851. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  allowed  to  bear  my  humble  testi- 
mony to  the  excellence  of  your  system  of  tuition.  Your  mode  of 
teaching  I  have  experienced  to  be  most  useful  to  the  Student,  not  only 
while  under  your  inspection,  but  also  in  following  out  his  studies  when 
h!S  college  days  are  at  an  end.  The  systematic  manner  in  which  you 
treat  the  subjects,  lor  the  Professorship  of  which  you  arc  now  a  Can- 
didate, cannot  fail  to  be  appreciated  by  those  whose  privilege  it  may 
be  to  be  placed  under  your  care. 


y 
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The  Rev.  RoBT.  Ure,  SirccLwillc,  C.  W. 
Tt  rr\r  ,  Strektsvillk,  November  Uth    Ifi'S! 

by  him  to  give  my  opi2n4nci     Iv'^r.^  ^'^"  ^^^1"^^^-^^ 

qualifications,  I  cordmlly  com2  '^^^  ^l  ^l^'^'l  «"d  educational 
•nore  than  lour  years,  the  benem  of  I  ;nit  T""^^'  ^  "»J^>'^^'  ^o'* 
mcnts  of  Literature  Jnd  Science  and  T  ^^^^""^  '«  ^'^^rious  depart- 
ence,  I  feel  that  it  would  beTffi^^uh  fo,?''.'''"^  "P^"  ^^is  experi- 
cellencies  as  a  teacher.  hTs  nitma  t^en  "'  '""^  ^^^f'-^«*^'«^^^te  his^x- 
order,  his  literary  attainments  arpoln't  ^""u-  ^''"'"^  ^'"^  of  a  high 
admirably  calculated  nr2livfo^'  "^""^  ^" ''^^^^  of  teaching  is 
to  sti,„„a^te  the  att.u'i  "nT^  1^0?^ X' V^T" ^^'^^'  ^"^  ^'- 
I.have  no  doubt  that  he  will  be  a  v.hi^hL  '''"'''^'  ^*  '^'^  P"P''«- 

sity,  if  successful  in  obtaining  the  Ch    r       ^^^"'s.tion  to  the  Uniler- 
Candidate.  "^  ^"^  ^^'''^^  ^o^'  which  he  is  at  present  a 

The  Rev,  Alex.  Ca.iei.^oc7.W,  Glen^rary,  C.  W, 

your  various  and  re.p™  I  le  dutLs  ^Tr]  '"  ^'^^^  ^'^^^ar^e  of 
''•'ways  thought  that  the  best  Profe  so'r  of  ,'"/^^'"'^«^'"^?-J;«t.  I  have 
only  IS  most  conversant  with  his  own  hnt  "^  ''''''"r^  ^'  ^'«' ^ho  not 
sesses  a  competent  lcnowled<te  !^  oZp'r  W  f  '''  '^''^  ''■^^^  ^'"^^  P^^" 
have  no  hesitation  in  sa3  iSg  ^^rcan  fc?^'"'^'-  ^"  ^^"«  ^'^^P^^^t 
tlie  I'roiessors  of  the  Universk/L  Xh  T  L  m;''"'''-^". '^^^'^  ^"^  «^' 
Your  name  and  stan.ling  in  thfs  Piw  n.Vfi        '  ^^^^'^^c  to  studv. 

ciont  guarantee  that,  if  Appointed  to  tLrr "  ""''"^  ^'''''  ''  ""  '"^" 
discharge  the  duties  vvitli  hrour  to  v.n  //'"'  '".  ^""'^'°"'  y^"  w,il 
versity.  "''"''"'  ^^  yourself,  and  credit  to  the  Uni- 

The  Rev,  John  Grey,  Onllia,  C.W, 

T  1         ,,     ,  Orillia,  iVou.  7i//,  1851. 

I  have  the  honour  of  ncknowlndfrm^  .i 
the  30th  ultimo.     It  is  witrsomi  Sl'^'?  'T^'P*  «^  y^^r  letter  of 
with  the  request  contained  iii'f^'XML"'"'"^"^^  '^'^'  ^  ^-P'y 
the   disinclination,  which  a  puni    nn  n  nU  """""^  "'^^  ^"^^  from 

those  at  whose  koi  he  hn«  Cn   l^-r     f  ^^  '"t  '^  '"^'^  ^'^  •i"^'^"^'^"t  on 
that  the  prelections  on  ^^ry.^^^^^t^^^ 
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I  had  an  opportunity  of  liearinfj,  wore  dehvcrcd  while  you  had  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  other  engagements.  Notwithstanding  this  (hsadvuntageoua 
circumstance,  the  Lectures  were  excellent.  Your  views  of  History 
were,  so  fur  as  I  am  capable  of  jiKlging.  original,  profound,  and  indi- 
cative of  a  clear  and  comprehensive  grasp  of  mind.  Your  mode  of 
conveying  instruction  was  distinguished  by  its  simplicity  and  philo- 
sophical breadth.  It  is,  moreover,  due  to  you  to  mention,  that  it  was 
only  after  listening  to  your  valuable  instructions,  that  History  no  longer 
presented  to  my  mind  a  mere  chaotic  collection  of  facts,  but  became 
a  closely  connected  cliain  of  providential  arrangements,  fraught  with 
important  lessons,  and  evolving  great  general  truths  and  principles. 
Your  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  history  and  structure  of  our  lan- 
guage, as  well  as  the  philosophy  of  language  in  general,  I  have  had 
many  opportunities  of  knowing  ;  and  your  frecjuent  and  familiar  refer- 
ences, in  your  Latin,  Greek  and  Philosophical  Classes,  to  the  promi- 
nent English  authors,  from  Chaucer  down  to  those  of  the  present  day, 
plainly  showed  that  you  were  intimately  and  critically  conversant 
with  the  illustrious  body  of  writers,  who  have  contributed  to  form  the 
"  pure  well  of  English  undefiled."  Under  the  firm  conviction  that 
your  appointment  would  tend  to  promote  the  literary  interests  of  our 
rising  country,  I  heartily  hope  that,  in  the  providence  of  God,  your 
application  will  be  successful. 


The  Rev,  John  Gourlay,  Goulhourn  and  Nepcarii  C.W. 

March,  November  lOth,  1851. 

During  my  stay  at  Knox's  College,  for  the  space  of  four  years,  I 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  your  valuable  instructions  in  various 
branches  of  English  and  Classical  Literature  and  Philosophy,  and  I 
had  then  ample  opportunity  of  judging  of  your  attainments  in  these 
departments,  and  of  your  capacity  as  a  Teacher,  which  I  consider  to 
be  of  the  very  highest  order ;  and  since  I  had  the  honour  to  be  your 
pupil,  sir,  I  have  spent  several  months  in  some  of  the  American  Insti- 
tutions, conducted  by  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  age,  and  experi- 
ence has  confirmed  me  in  the  estimate,  which  I  had  formed  of  your 
talents  and  attainments,  as  a  Scliolar,  and  your  capacity  as  a  Teacher, 
in  the  departments  of  History,  Classics,  and  Philosophy,  &c.,  which, 
I  think  pre-eminently  qualify  you  for  the  Chair,  to  which  you  are 
looking  forward.  In  this  opinion  I  am  not  alone.  Many  young  cler- 
.nrymen  in  our  Church,  who  have  shared  in  your  instructions  with  my- 
self, can  testify  to  the  same  effect.  We  regretted  that  your  indefati- 
gable labours  were  confined  t®  so  narrow  a  sphere  hitherto,  and 
wl^ilst  I  cordially  wish  vou  success,  I  feel  confident,  that  mv  brethren 
will  rejoice  with  me,  in  the  hope  of  having  a  Chair  of  our  University 
occupied  by  one,  from  whose  labours,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  the 


^^^!^^tt:^L:szrz^^       -c.  .0. 


rhe  Rev.  A.  Hbdson,  Tgcndenaga,  C.  W. 

Having  been  for  a  number  of  yea!!!'?''  f""'"*""  "'*•  18«>. 

«o„,  Knot's  College,  Toronw  S^  h  "''*"■  ""^  '™'"ng  of  Professor 
come  a  CnnJi^^.A'   .l  ""'"'.  ^i"  havmar  undursinnW  ,.,„.?!."" 


Esson,  k1>ox's  C;nole    tZ^VZ' r''"  ">«  '^--g  of  Professor 
kecome  a  Candida  Ar  .heTewirerec.ed'Th  """T?;""^  "•="  ^^ '  ^^ 
.erature,  in  .he  Unive'rs^o'f  tI;'^^^"^/ T.' "'''-y  and 


iv„r  u  "V'-noioate  tor  the  newly  erected  ri..r."°'"  """  ""  has 
i-nghsh  Literature,  in  the  UniyersUv  nf  T  ."■  °'i^'"'"  "'''"••y  and 
sure  jn  stating  that,  as  far  as  my  o2,  /  Toronto,  I  have  much  plea, 
the  qua  .fications  required  for  airo™?  disli''''8'=  T^"-i^'  ^gardfng 
Can-,  he  would,  in  every  -pee^^^lf^t'^^^^^'^o  dt^^^^^^^  thai 

The  Rev.  W,.„.„  Tko.p,  En^lisH  Ri„er,  C.  E. 
T  »,«  .  English  River,  Njvember  1th  l«^i 

anJtet^r^  i-n  ^EK  f  -^-'  of  cSSory 

I   greatly  profited.     ProLsor  Esson  ^      '' ^"J"^*"^' ^"^  ""^^r  which 

fc>cience,but  that  zeal  and  dUtedne^^^^^  of  Literature  Zd 

are  so  indispensable  to  its  advancement         '""'"  of  Education,  which 

The  Re..  D.  Fk.z..,  ^^,,,,,  ,.,^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^ 

Understanding  that  thp  R.v    p  ^^°''''^"^^'  ^V..e;«6er  3rrf,  1851. 
the  Chair  of  CivVHlt^^^^E^^^^^^^^  ?  ^-didate  for 

Toronto,  I  bear  testimony,  with  thrntmnT*f^' '"  '^"^  University  of 
man's  high  attainments  in  tho   nh^  °^*-  P'^^^^re,  to   that  gentJe- 

«ndIfee)pcrsuadTthat    iVnn       y^""^"^'^"^^   ^^«"«hes  ofSv 
himself  to  ?ts  duties  with  ihSer'^"  ''  '}'  ^^^'■^'  ^'  ^''    ^  "o^' 
the  minds  of  his  pupils,  IctTfTSdtn^h^  ^-^-'  '" 

The  Rev.  John  Alexander,  iVm^am. 
J  J  ^"^AGARA,  iVouewier  13^A,  1851 

c.per-;er;^,Ss;aSTs-ir^t^snri;;i°^^ 


,  «&c.,  both 
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br.inchcs  of  education,  for  the  Chair  of  which,  in  the  University  of 
Toronto,  you  are  now  a  Candidate.  For  several  years  1  was  a  pupil 
in  your  classes  in  Knox's  College,  Toronto,  and  if  my  progress  was 
not  satisfactoi  y,  I  can  assure  you,  1  feel  that  you  are  exonerated  from 
all  blame.  I  believe  I  have  greatly  profited,  by  the  systematic  plan 
you  adopted,  in  your  prelections,  which  is  well  calculated  to  interest 
the  attention  and 'to  facilitate  the  memory  in  retaining  the  subject  of 
study.  In  the  discharge  of  public  duty,  in  the  sphere  of  labor  which  in 
the  Providence  of  God  I  am  now  called  to  occupy,  I  fet'  the  benefit 
that  I  derived  from  the  views  of  History  and  Literature,  with  which 
you  so  often  presented  us.  I  believe,  I  may  say,  that  you  have  been 
instrumental  in  giving  me  an  appetite  for  these  studies,  which  I  hope 
will  prove  both  pleasing  and  profitable  to  myself  and  others. 


The  Rev.  John  Smith,  Bowmanville, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  giving  my  testimony  to  the  literary  attain- 
ments, as  well  as  the  high  qualifications  of  the  Rev.  Professor  Esson. 
1  had  the  privilege  of  enjoying  his  tuition,  in  the  Classics,  and  in  the 
various  branches  of  Literary  and  Philosophical  Studies,  for  about  four 
years.  No  one,  therefore,  could  have  a  better  opportunity  of  judging, 
not  only  of  his  literary  attainments,  but  also  of  his  aptness  to  teach  ; 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  Pro- 
fessor Esson  is  well  qualified,  in  every  respect,  to  fill  the  Chair  of 
Civil  History  and  English  Literature,  in  the  University  of  Toronto. 
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The  Rev  Peter  Gray,  Beckwith,  C.W. 

Carlton  Place,  November  14.th,  1851. 

With  much  pleasure  and  with  perfect  sincerity,  I  can  testify  to 
vour  extensive  acquirements  in  the  province  of  Civil  History,  and  to 
your  critical  acquaintance  with,  and  just  appreciation  of,  the  beau- 
ties of  English  Literature. 

I  am  especially  indebted  to  you  for  your  prelections  and  conver- 
sations for  a  knov/ledge  of  our  English  authors  and  their  works,  which 
has  afforded  me  increasing  delight  and  profit. 

I  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  your  qualifications  in  those  as  well 
as  in  tji  -;r  departments  of  science,  and  whatever  value  may  attach 
to  my  recommendation,  1  cheerfully  oflbr  on  behalf  of  an  honourable 
and  beloved  teacher,  whom  beyond  all  others  1  rovorcd  as  thg  pos- 
sessor of  a  noble  and  gifted  mind.    I  am. 
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ll'c  lloo.  Jons  l!,.«s,  L„„,u.>  lUd,  C.  W. 

ilture,  in  the  UnivoTskl  o   T       ''"  ''^  ^''"^^  ^^'^^'"^7  and  EnXh  r  w""" 


■-™..o,u.,  p,«  ,„.„^„^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^ 


Ed.nbukci,  Oc^oZ,.r  22,  1851. 


\\r       .  ■^•^•i^'BUBGii,  October  29   i«m 

-one  „rthc  cduo.,?orof'3?„,i;:'-"'  ^  --'-„'i,^„  ■";,vho7£|:;° 

WM.   CUNNINGHAM   D  n 
(^  rojessor  of  Theology  ,C  //L  m    '  ^, 

(Minister  of  Free  fit  n         ,     'X 

JAMES  BUCHANAN.  D.D 

('  '-ofessor  of  Tlunlo.n,    h'r'^  r-  > 
KEV.  JOHNS  Ym;^^-""^-^ 


(Siguud) 
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'iVic  idet'.  Alux.  Dlack,  D.D.,  Fro/.  Theology,  Free  Church 

College,  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Sept,  10,  1851. 

I  have  much  pleasure  ia  stating  my  remembrance  of  Mr.  Esson, 
with  whom  I  was  acquainted  many  years  ago  m  Aberdeen,  where  he 
was  distlnf^uished  by  his  attainments  in  classical  and  general  literature, 
his  studioul  habits,  his  exemplary  conduct,  and  the  dihgence  and  suc- 
cess with  which  he  superintended  the  education  ot  those  who  were 
committed  to  his  care. 


The  Rev.  John  Bruce,  Mimster  of  Free  St.  Andrew's 

Church,  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Oct.  19,  1851. 

Thou^rh  it  be  now  full  thirty  years  and  more,  since  I  left  College  at 
Aberdeen,  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  iVIr.  Esson  as  being,  more 
particularly  in  the  Greek  and  Literary  classes,  the  most  distinguished 
Student  of  his  year.  I  have  since  heard,  from  time  to  time,  at  fre- 
quent intervals,  of  his  accomplishments  as  a  Scholar,  and  his  eminent 
success  as  a  Teacher  of  youth  abroad ;  and  though  he  will  no  doubt 
very  readily  obtain  testimonials  from  others,  on  every  account  more 
competent  to  speak  to  his  fitness  for  the  office,  alter  which  he  now 
aspires,  I  cannot  withhold  mv  testimony,  such  as  it  is,  to  what  1  am 
persuaded  are  his  great  acquirements,  and  also  the  estimation  m  which 
he  has  lon^^  time  been  held  as  an  assiduous  and  most  devoted  Teacher. 


The  Rev.  John  Bonar,  Minister  of  Renfield  Church,  Glas- 
gow, Convener  of  the  Colonial  Committee  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland. 

Glasgow,  Sept.  1st,  1851. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the  Rev.  Henry  Esson,  now  of 
Toronto,  for  some  years,  and  I  feel  happy  in  being  asked  to  express 
my  opinion  of  him  in  reference  to  the  Chair  of  English  Literature 
and  History,  now  vacant,  in  the  University  of  that  city.  I  consider 
him  a  man  of  very  superior  abilities,  of  varied  acquirements,  of  sound 
principles  and  most  amiable  dispositions,  and  of  most  unwenried 
activity  in  prosecuting  any  great  and  good  object  which  he  is  called 
to  engage  in.     His  scholarship  is  varied  and  superior,  his  information 
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greatest  amount  of  it  Jves  a  sokit  to  '  i.  nt'^  ^'^  communicate  tl.o 
piest  efTcct  on  his  students         ^  "''  '^''''''  ^^"^'^  ^'««  ^^e  hnp- 

fo/^LThe'L'^off^^^^^^^^^^^  -  ^^«  i-Portant  office 

the  duties  of  it  to  ?he  entir  at   flt^^^^^^  -^'^  ^'"  ^'^^^^^"-^^ 


TAe  i?6,^  David  Kmc,  L.L.D.,  G/a^g-o,^,,  CAa.raan  to  ik. 
clTo't'  ""  ^"'"''""'''P'  "f  ^'^  United  PrZpert 

Glasgow,  Oc^.  23,  2851. 

days  which  I  spent  at  To  onto  Tt  ,ha  tir'  h'^^'  ''",""«  "  ''««' 
hhnon  severa  occasions  and  harf  fill  !.  '  ''°"'=™'-.  I  "net  with 
oubjecls  deeply  affectrg '  the  interes  of  Edn^lT'  ""''}  ^"''  "» 
I  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  We  and  Lit     T"'^^  ^^V'Siot,. 

expressed  on'  all  the  points  we  hfpp^^ed  "o  , !-  ""«'  ^^'"^  *•' 
were  also  very  asreeable— it  nn^„^'^j       j  discuss.    His  manners 

alluded  torn  my  hearing  by  influential  parSn  ToronTn  ^'^'^T'^'^y 
very  respectfully.  1  have  had  an  oppo?tun^y  since  then  «?  ^  ^'^' 
a  published  specimen  of  his  composition  and  TV.  /  ^''^'^"^ 
deepened  the  very  favourable  impressZ  form pH^  confirmed  and 
h.s  spirit,  talents  and  accomplisEn  s  ^  '"^  conversation,  of 


Rev,  John  Buown  ^^^.  Senior  Professor  of  Theology  to  the 

United  Presbyterian  Churci  ^ 

Arthur  Lodge,  Newington, 

Tofom"of  hTeX  'thT:rrun1v1}''„f  ^  ""''■  ^^'■'=-»  ^-n  "^ 
tions.  The  impres2n  theThte  kV&Srrh°f.l:''  ^f^'''^' 
is  possessed  of  superior  talents  lld^lZS?         ■  '^'  """  "'^""  Author 

.iterary  men  attain  to.    HidlfercaraS^rC^^^^  ^^ 
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lorderlv;  and  his  writingrs  every  where  indicate  wide  views,  and 
hr.athe  a  trnlv  liborul  spirit,  i  rejoico  to  think  that  Professor  Esson 
already  occupies  a  situation  in  which  his  distinguished  abihties  and 
attainments  are  extensively  useful,  and  will  be  happy  to  loam  that  the 
sphere  of  his  sakitary  intluence  is  enlarged.  My  conviction  is  that 
thnre  is  no  Univcrsitv  either  in  this  country,  or  m  the  Transatlantic 
Si  ites  which  would  not  be  honoured  by  numbering  Mr.  Lsson  among 
aits  Professors  ;  but  his  principled  energy  and  enlightened  enthusiasm, 
icombincd  with  his  practical  habits,  make  him  invaluable  to  an  bduca- 
tional  Institution  in  such  a  country  as  Canada. 


The  Rev.  R.  J.  Brown,  Professor  of  Greek  in  Marischal 

College  J  Aberdeen  i  N.  B. 

ABERDEEr,  October  27///,  1851. 

Havinf'  learned  that  you  are  a  Candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Civil 
History  and  English  Literature,  in  the  University  of  Toronto,  it  gives 
me  much  pleasure  to  bear  my  cordial  testimony  to  the  standing  you 
acquired  at  College,  and  the  ability  with  which  you  conducted  your 
respectable  Academy  in  this  city,  for  some  years  before  you  went  to 
Canada  I  well  remember  that  you  were  the  successful  competitor 
for  the  prize  called  the  silver  pen,  an  honour  much  coveted  by  stu- 
dents ot  Greek  in  our  College  days,  and  that  you  were  held  m  much 
estimation,  as  a  successful  student  of  Classical  and  English  Literature. 
I  well  recollect,  too,  the  estimation  in  which  you  were  held  for  your 
acquaintance  with  these  branches,  and  your  zealous  prosecution  ot 
vour  studies  in  them,  at  a  time  when  your  attention  might  have  been 
distracted  by  other  occupations,  and  the  favourable  impressions  lett 
on  the  public  mind  of  your  habits  and  acquirements.  I  have  reason 
to  be''- ve  that  that  impresssion  has  not  been  less  favourable  m  your 
adopted  country,  and  that  according  to  the  testimony  of  those  who 
are  decidedly  esteemed  most  competent  judges,  you  have  rendered 
important  services  in  the  Academical  office  which  you  at  present  hll. 
You  have  my  hearty  good  wishes  for  your  success  in  the  object 
about  which  you  are  at  present  engaged,  and  my  lull  consent  to  show 
this  letter,  if  you  think  it  can  be  of  any  service. 


George  Moir,  Esq.,  Advocate. 

Edinburgh,  October,  1851. 

rinderstanding  that  the  Rev.  Henry  Esson  is  a   Candidate  for  the 
Chair  oSffi^^^^    and  English  Literature  in  Toronto,  it  gives  me 


lu'vo  every  reason  to  believe  tl,n    l.irn  subsequent  career,  I 

'uents.  have  been  incTensed  n'n  no  ■  ""^"l'-^''"^"l«'  i"  l^-tJi  depart- 
a«  that,  Ibr  vvb.ch  .cm's  a  C\r^^  T/  ^^'  "'"'H'^'^*  ^  "''  «"^''  '^^  ^'tLKUion 
culiarly  well  q  a  f  eV       ^"'^^'^'"^°'  ^  ^^'^^^'^  «"ri>ose  him  to  be  pe- 


Alex.  Tno.n.sox,  Esq.,  of  Banchorry,  Aberdeenshire,  N.  B. 

LoiVDoiv,  October  21th,  18.51 

an,l  I  rcnombor  wen'  lie  wJiL  T  ,  T""  ™y,^™i<"-  ="  College 
class  during  ,1,0  suler  Tatt/^hi  h''^  rK^led"  T'-."-" 
more  than  thirty  years  afro  Mr  T?l.  \»"e"cled.  This  is  now 
years  in  Canada,'  and  ot  eofr'se  I  tfr T  ^''  ^T"  "°^  ^«^  "^^"7 
^H-m,  but  I  have  somehovv  often  henii  of  K''''"1  ''''^';c-nrse  with 
AH  I  can  say  is  that  I  remeX  p'fttlv  that'vvl  '^^'"  "•^^^"'"^'^^• 
lege,  Mr.  Esson's  character  for  sSohrsh^V  '  ,  f"/  "^^  ^*  <^"'- 
.£:oncral  character  was  held  in  mn.h  n  t     '^^     '''  ''l?^'^  ^"^  that  his 


r/.ci2...G.   Gauiocu     /VW,.  o/Meldrum  Free  Church 

Aberdeenshire,  N.  B.  ^nurcn, 

Old  Meldpum,  October  2Ath,  18.51 

nnd  afterwards  when  he  was  a  .f  L\^  Tn-  ^^'''^'  ''^  Aoerdecn, 
Universities.  He  was  disTintuisted  n  .  TT^  ^"  ^^"  Aberdeen 
tokens  of  .a  power  of  appHcSf  ^^  a  vi'of  ^^^^^  -^^>- 

ol  mind  wh  ch  mi^rht  rn  <?o  h.'w,  ♦       ^/'gourot  intellect,  and  grasp 

ture.  The  idea  vfech  i  wouW  hnv'T"'"'!  '^  l^'  ^'^^  «^  ^itera^ 
l.ns  .ince  fully  realise,  is  that    if  Inn. T'.^  of  him    and   which  he 

a  future  perfod,  woSd  be  wejl  ISd't o^fi^^^V^^  '"%^^^'  ^* 
fcssur  in  the  Universities.  q^alihed  to  fill  the  Chair  of  a  Pro- 
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[Thfse  laHt  TfadinniiiiilH  caiiR"  loo  line  lo  be  insertPil  in  ilit-ir  (iroprr  plnces  J 

The   R  V.    A\nrtL  /    King,    Professor   of    Thcolofry^    Free 
Church   Collar  ey  Hall/ ax,,  Nova  Scot  in. 

Nov.   rnh,  1851. 

Having  been  nssooiatod  during  the  winter  1844-5,  with  the  Kcv. 
Piofjssor  Es'uin,  in  tho  charge  of  the  Students  attending  tlie  Free 
Church  Coll^;^o,  at  Toronto,  and  having  during  most  of  that  time  been 
an  inmate  with  him  in  liis  own  house,  1  liad  of  course  considerabh; 
opportunities  of  intercourse  witli  him.  In  the  enjoyment  of  tlicse 
opportunities,  1  could  not  liiil  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Esson's  acquire- 
ments in  the  departinents  of  Classical  and  General  Literature  were 
much  beyond  what  is  usually  reached  even  by  well-educated  ministers 
of  the  Gospel.  He  had  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  conducted 
the  education  of  young  gentlemen,  who,  from  time  to  time,  had  been 
placed  under  his  care.  He  is  earnest  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge ; 
and  in  the  sustained  exercise  of  his  superior  mental  powers,  he  has, 
by  extensive  reading  and  matured  thinkiiig,  obtained  a  large  amount 
of  well-digested  information.  He  seems  to  have  made  History  a  spe- 
cial subject  of  his  consideration.  His  knowledge  of  it  is  minute  and 
accurate,  at  the  same  time  that  he  contemplates  it  with  the  enlarged 
views  of  a  philosopher.  Mr.  Esson  was  kind  and  considerate  towards 
the  Students,  not  disposed  to  discharge  his  duties  perfunctorily,  but 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  those  who  were  placed  under 
his  care.  From  all  that  I  know  of  him,  I  am  persuaded  that  he 
would  be  found  well  qualified,  and  particularly  in  the  department  of 
Hi  ,ory,  for  conducting  the  education  of  those  who  arc  studying  for  a 
lib.  .'al  Drolession. 
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Hon.  J.  Ferrier,   Montreal. 

Nov.  15^//,   1851. 

I  have  just  learned  that  you  arc  a  Candidate  for  the  newly-appointed 
Chair  of  History  and  English  Literature  in  King's  College,  and  will 
be  much  pleased  if  any  expression  of  the  high  opinion  which  I  enter- 
tain of  your  qualification?  and  fitness  for  that  office,  will  in  any  way 
tend  to  forward  your  sucv^ess. 

I  feel  confident  that  I  but  express  the  sentiments  of  all  who  have 
had   the  opportunity  of  knowing  yop  ji  Jging  of  your   peculiar 

fitness  for  such  a  professional  engag  i'  /hen  I  say  that  I  know 
none  better  qualified  to  do  the  fullest  just. -.e  to  that  chair,  and  no  one 
whose  appointment  to  it  would  afford  mc  greater  pleasure.  In  the 
expectation  of  hearing  shortly  of  your  success,  I  remair  >^;;c. 


*25 

George  Moffat,  Ksq.,  Montreal. 

Nov.  lUth,  1851. 
Having  been  for  some  time  absent  in  Upper  Canadn,  whence  J  re- 
turned yesterday  evening;,  your  letter  of  the  (Jth  inst.  was  only  i.laced 
in  my  hands  to-day,  several  hours  after  the  Upper  Canada  mail  had 
been  made  up  and  dispatched.  I  am  therefore  too  late  to  be  of  ser- 
vice to  yon  in  your  application  lor  the  Chair  of  Civil  History  and 
J^nghsh  Literature  in  the  University  of  Toronto.  I  had  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  progress  which  my  sons  made  while  under 
your  charge,  and  it  would  have  afTordcd  me  much  pleasure  to  have 
certified  to  the  high  position  >ou  held  liere  as  a  Scholar,  and  the  satis- 
tactory  manner  in  which  you  conducted,  for  several  years,  the  Aca- 
demical Institution  which  you  established  in  this  city. 

John  Crlicksiiank,  L.L.D.,  Professor  of  Mathematics,  ^c, 

Aberdeen,  N.  B. 

I  hereby  certify,  from   the  records  of  the  iVf arischal  Colleffe  and 
University,  that  the  Rev.  Henry  Esson  was  admitted  therein  to  the 
degree  ol  A.  IM.,  in  the  year  1811,  after  passing  through  the  regular 
curriculum  '  f  studies,  in  which  he  distinguished  himself  by  gainine  all 
the  highest  prizes  that  were  open  to  him.     Also,  from  intimate  know- 
ledge ot  Mr.  Lsson  for  several  years  before  he  left  this  city,  I  certify 
that  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  moral  worth,  and  regarded  by 
those  who  were  well  qualified  to  judge,  as  a  gentleman  oi  superior 
talents  and  superior  attainments  in  literature,  and  of  groat  skill  In  im- 
parting knowledge  to  students  in  the  various  classes  at  College  who 
were  under  his  charge  ;  and  if  he  has  retained  that  taste  for  literary 
pursuits,  with  which  he  was  then  deeply  imbued,  I  cannot  but  suppose 
him  to  be  eminently  qualified  for  a  Professorship  of  Civil  History  and 
English  Literature,  and  likely  to  do  honour  to  the  University  which 
shall  have  the  benefit  of  his  services,  by  greatly  promoting  the  inte- 
rests of  learning  among  those  who  resort  to  it. 

Given  at  the  Marischal  College,  Aberdfcu,  on  the  25th  day  of 
October,  1851.  ^ 
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V.— From  the  Rev.  George  Pnxton  Young,  A   lYi  .^^ 

the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada,  Hamilton,  C.  VV .......•• 

the  rresDyierinu  Miniqter  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ca- 

"•-^'»"r.:r»  r„;r:i'i  crr:;t»..a„a, «..  a......  c.u„..  ^ 

con.c«,io„  wUh  ,he  f-^°""'  '"/^^  ;;  1;,1,,  Church  of  C.n.d., 

Montreal •;•■""*■■■' p."n"'f*the  University  of  Leipsic,  Montreal....     6 

XI.-From  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Navies  PhD  of  the  ^-J^^J  J       J      ^^  ^^^  ^ar  of 
XII.-Te8timonial  signed  by  Judges  Mondelet.  Day,  and  .^^ 

Lower  Canada ■ 

XTII-I  om  the  Honourable  Judge  Day,  Montreal. 


McGill  College,  Montreal. 


7 
ib. 


XlV._F,om  F.  A.  Ho.,„e„  M.D.,  l"^^:^^2:l^^'  Council  of  Cn.d.,  ib 


XV.-From  Ae  Houourable  J«™'^^*'Me';b;;  oV  .he  I.eBi.la.i,o  Council  of  Cannd.,    8 
Xvn.-F,o„.  *c  Hon-ble  Ad.™  Ferrie.MeMbe,  of  *e  Leglalatlve  Counctt  of  Cad.,  .b. 


Xvi.— From  the  Honourable  D.  B.  Viger, 


ib. 


.,„TT     17.^-,  T-on..  Riip.hanan,  Esq.,  Hamilton 
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C  0  N  T  l)  NTS. 

Testimonials  from   Ci.f.hoymk.v  of  the  PREsnYTKniAN  CrrrRrii  of  Caiwaha,  who  were 

LATELY    HrUnENfS    UNDF.X   Mr.   EssO.V,    IN  Kxox's    CoLLEGE,  TuKONTO. 

XXHI.— From  the  Rev.  .Tohn  Scott,  London,  C.  W "/l 

XXIV.— From  the  Rev.  James  Nisbet,  Oakville.C.  W ib. 

XXV.— From  the  Rev.  Robert  Ure,  Streetsville,  C.  W 12 

XXVI. — From  the  Rev.  Alexander  Cameron,  Glengnry,  C.  W ib. 

XXVII.— From  the  Rev.  John  Grey,  Orillia,  C.  VV [  ib. 

XXVIII.— From  the  Re.    T„|,„  Gourlay,  (ioulbourn  and  Nepean,  C.  VV 13 

XXIX. — From  the  Rev.  A.  Hudson,  ^I'yendenaga,  C.  VV 14 

XXX. — From  the  Rev.  William  Troup,  English  River,  C.  E ib, 

XXXI.— From  the  Rev.  Donald  Frazer,  Cot^  Street  Church,  Montreal ib. 

..iXXII. — From  the  Rev.  .Tohn  Alexander;  Niagara,  C.  VV jb. 

XXXIII. — From  the  Rfv.  John  Smith,  BowmanviUe,  C.  VV ]5 

XXXIV.— From  the  Rev.  Peter  Gray,  Heckwiih,  C.  VV ib. 

XXXV. — From  the  Rev.  John  Ross,  London  Road  Congregation;  C.W 16 

Testimonials  from  Clergymen  and  other  Gentlemen  in  Scotland. 

XXXVI.— From  the  Rev.  William  Cunningham,  D.D,,the  Rev.  James  Buchanan,  D.D., 
Professors  of  Theology  in  the  Free  Church  College,  Edinburgh;  the  Rev. 
Robert  S.  Candlish,  D.D.,  Free  St.  George's  Church,  Edinburgh  ;  and  the 
Rev.  John  Sym,  Edinburgh 16 

XXXVII.— From  the  Re-..  Alex.  Black,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Theology,  Free  Church  Col- 
lege, Edinburgh 17 

XXXVIII. — From  the  Rev.  John  Bruce,  xMinister  Free  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Edinburgh,  ib. 

XXXIX. — From  the  Rev.  .Tohn  Bonar,  Minister  of  Renfield  Ciiurch,  Glasgow,  and  Con- 
vener of  the  Colonial  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland ib. 

XL. — From  the  Rev.   David  King,  D.  D.,  Glasgow,  Chairman  to  the  Committee  on 

Scholarships  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 18 

XLI. — From  the  Rev.  John  Brown,  D.  D.,  Edinburgh,  Senior  Professor  of  Theology  to 

the  United  Presbyterian  Church jb, 

XLIL— From  the  Rev.  Robt.  J.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Greek  in  Marischal  College, 

Aberdeen 19 

XLIII. — From  George  Mo=i,  Esq.,  Advocate,  Edinburgh,  formerly  Professor  of  Rhetoric 

and  Belles  Lettres  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh ib. 

XLIV. — From  Alexander  Thompson,  Esq.,  of  Banchorry,  Aberdeenshire 20 

XLV. — From  the  Rev.  G.  Garioch,  Minister  of  Meldrum  Free  Church,  Aberdeenshire...  ib. 

XL VI. — From  the  Rev.  Andrew  King,  Professor  of  Theology,  Free  Church  College, 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 21 

XLVII. — From  the  Honourable  J.  Ferrier,  Montreal,  Member  of  the  Legislative  Council 

of  Canada jb. 

XLVIII. — From  George  Mofiat,  Esq.,  Montreal 22 

XLIX. — From  John  Cruickshank,   LL.D.,  Professor  of  Mathematics,  &c.,  Aberdeen, 

N.B , ib. 
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